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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
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May 30,  1957 

YMCA Actress Did Child Roles With Kirk Douglas 
 

No one thought Isadore Dempsky would ever amount to much as an actor. 
 

This is the word from rms. James Terry Acuff, professional actress turned 
housewife who will appear in the YMCA Players forthcoming presentation 
“An Inspector Calls” on June 6, 7, and 8. 
 

Mrs. Acuff, the former Jeanne Stanton of Amsterdam, N.Y. played child rules 
at eh Tamarack Playhouse where Mr. Dempsky, then a college student, was 
breaking in. 
 

They also studied under the same drama teacher, Mrs. Margaret Schuyler, at 
the American Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York. 
 
“She didn’t think much of him as an actor,” Jeanne said recently.  “Neither did 
Malcolm Atterbury, who was then owner, producer and director of the Tama-
rack group. 
 

Mr. Atterbury, who used to be Mr. Dempsky’s boss, is now doing character 
parts on such television show as Dragnet and Line-Up.  And what is Mr. 
Dempsky doing.  He’s winning Academy Awards under the name of Kirk 
Douglas.  “It was sort of ironical when Mac (Mr. Atterbury) played bit part in a 
Kirk Dougla western recently,” Jeanne said. 
 

Jeanne’s own career as a professional actress ended in 1945 when she left the 
theatre and chose instead the life of a housewife and mother.  She married Mr. 
Acuff, then a recent graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy. 
 

Prior to her marriage, Jeanne had had about 10 years experience in the theatre.  
She went to Syracuse University on a drama scholarship and later attended the 
American academy of Dramatic Arts. 
 
During her theatrical career, she has appeared in over 50 plays.  One of her 
major rules on Broadway was the part of Ellen in “Stage Door” at the Empire 
theatre. 
 

This, she explained, was a “sort of graduating exercise,” after her course at the 
academy. 
 

Most of her experience has been on “off-Broadway productions, summer stock, 
and experimental TV.” 
 

Her role as Sybil Birling in “An Inspector calls” will be her first appearance on 
the stage since her retirement in 1945. 
 

She thinks the J. R. Priestley play is a very good one. 
 

“It is a heavy play, very talky like an O’Neill play,” she said.  “It involves the 
conflict of good and evil with the Inspector serving as a symbol of everyone's 
conscience.  The moral seems to be that we all need to understand each other 
and pull together to ge along.” 
 

(Because of the heavy tone of the play, it will be produced for adults only.) 
 

The Acuffs live at 3105 Radiance Road.  Mr. Acuff is now a civil engineer with 
Reynolds Metals.  They have two children, Skip, 11, and Janna, 6. 
 

“An Inspector Calls” will be given in the round at the YMCA on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, June 6, 7, and 8 at 8:30 p.m.  Tickets may be purchased 
by contacting Lucille Wilder, TW 3-7018 or members of the cast. 
 

Others in the cast are:  Bill Carrell, Charles Coddingion, Albert Thomas, 
Charles Edds, Kathryn Wheeler, and Marge Thomas. 
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Slugs rip Harvey Browne, Hilltoppers wallop YZ 
by Charles Gallina 
 

Last Saturday, at the Y.M.C.A., the slugs ripped Harvey 
Browne 53-36 and the Hilltoppers walloped the YZ’s 69-46. 
 

With big Bob Hines setting the pace, the Slugs romped easily to 
their third victory of eh season at the expense of the Harvey 
Browne crew. 
 

Harvey Browne drew first blood on a field goal by Ronnie 
Walker, but this was the last time the saw daylight. 
 

Gary Hassman scored the Slugs first bucket and the boys were 
on their way.  The score at the end of the first quarter was 11-2. 
 

The Slugs won Hassman and Hines leading the way, continued 
to pour it on.  At the end of the half the score stood 28-7, a 21 
point bulge for the Slugs. 
 

In the second half, Harvey Browne caught fire and outscored 
their formidable adversaries 29-24, with walker and Sutherland 
pacing the Browne’s. 
 

The Slugs played free and easy ball for awhile and Harvey 
Browne cut the Slug lead to 14 points, the closest they had been 
since the first quarter. 
 

But the Slugs, under the guidance of Leland Marrit, caught hold 
and won 53-36, a 17-point deficit. 
 

Hines was the big gun for the Slugs with 19 points.  Hassman 
dumped in 11 points and Marrit added 10 more.  Quest with six, 
Gover with four and Durham with three closed out the Slug 
shooting. 
 

For Harvey Browne, Ronnie Walker led the way with 14 points.  
Tom Southerland and Harold Cates punched in eight each and 
Crouch had six. 
 

In the second contest the Hilltoppers continued their winning 
ways, beating the YZ’s 69-46.  Next week the Hilltoppers meet 
the Slugs in a showdown for the league championship. 
 

The YZ’s  scored four on a bucket by Arterburn, but Paxton tied 
it up for the Hilltoppers, who never relinquished the lead. 
 

The first half was much closer than the second as the Toppers 
led by only nine points, 33-24.  the YZ’s remained close due to 
the fine play of Jerry Kadunas, who scored 10 points in this half. 
 

But the Hilltoppers really caught fire in the second half and 
raced away, leaving the YZ’s panting on their dust. 
 

Dale Sterner led the scoring parade in this half with 11 of his 16 
points.  The Toppers continued to pour it on and race away to a 
69-46 victory. 
 

Sterner paced the Hilltoppers with 16 points. Evans McCandles  
was second with 14.  Jack Ruck followed with two points.  Then 
came Dave Denton with 10, Paxton with nine and Luby with 
eight. 
 
Last short paragraph missing. 
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Slugs beat YZ’s Hilltoppers snow Harvey Browne 
 

In the Hi-Y League at the Y.M.C.A. last Saturday the Slugs slaughtered the 
YZ’s 91-29, and the Hilltoppers massacred lowly Harvey Browne 97-47. 
 

With Bob Hines and Gary Hassaman leading the attack, the slugs sprouted 
wings and took off to beat the YZ’s to a pulp. 
 

Before the YZ’s could catch a breath, the halftime horn sounded and the score 
stood 42-8.  It looked like a long second half for the YZ’s. 
 

With the sound of the horn, the cages were opened and eh merciless, man-eating 
Slugs wre turned loose to continue to chew up their hapless victims. 
 

Hassaman and Hines continued to burn up the nets.  “Boot” Durham also came 
alive to pour in points. 
 

So the story goes as the point hungry Slugs ran Wild over the YZ’s. 
 

For the Slugs Hines popped in 29 points.  Hassaman tossed in 28 points.  
Durham blazed through 19 points.  Leland Marret pitched in 12 points.  And 
Bell closed it out with two points. 
 

Jim Dockter, Dietrich, and Davis Marret each scored six to lead the YZ’s.  Doug 
Finnigan added five more.  Paul Long had four and Gratton had two to complete 
the YZ scoring. 
 

In the second game the Hilltoppers came close to breaking the century mark in 
clouting the Harvey Browne quintet 97-47. 
 

Since this was a day for run-aways, the Hilltoppers showed no mercy in plaster-
ing the Harvey Brown boys with their sixth defeat. 
 

The Hilltoppers started pouring them through the hoop at the start of the game, 
and continued their relentless scoring attack all the way. 
 

Once again, the Hilltoppers displayed their well-balanced scoring; the same bal-
ance that makes them the leagues only unbeaten team. 
 

The Toppers built up an overwhelming 46-20 halftime lead and then continued 
scoring at a murderous pace to outscore their opponents 51-27 in the second 
half. 
 

Dale Sterner paced the torrid Hilltoppers scorers with 22 points.  Jack Ruck was 
right on his heels with 20 points.  dAve Denton tossed in 16 points.  Gary Paxton 
and Dave Libby pitched in 15 points and Evans McCandles scored nine points. 
 

Tommy Southerland was high man for Harvey Browne with 15 points, Harold 
Cates was next with 10 points, Marion Coffee summoned in eight.  Earl Long 
Qncy and Bob Catey each scored four.  ????? Closed out the scoring for Harvey 
Browne with two. 
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Informal classes begin Monday at St. Matthews Y, April 3, 1958 
 

The Spring Session of Informal Education Classes will begin on Monday, March 24, at the St. Matthews Y.M.C.A. 
 

Golf and a Charm Course have been added to the schedule for the first time this Spring.  Joe Lally, the Seneca Pro. Will be 
the instructor in golf.  There are still openings in the Monday evening and Friday morning classes for golfers. 
 

Mrs. Suzanne Von Roenn, a professional model with extensive training and experience will be the instructor in the Charm 
Course. 
 

Classes to be offered and the schedule follows: 
 

Golf, Joe Lally, Monday 6:30 p.m. Friday 19:30 a.m. 
 

Charm Course, Mrs. Suzzanne Van Roenn, Tuesdays 4 p.m., Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
 

Ceramics, Mrs. E. Small, Monday 7:30 p.m. 
 

Bridge, Mrs. Mary K. Schildt, beginners 9 a.m., Wednesday, 7 p.m., Thursday, intermediates 10:30 a.m., Wednesday, 8:30 
p.m. Thursday. 
 

Square Dancing, Mr. and Mrs. F. K. Bohart, Tuesdays, :30 p.m. 
 

Interior Decorating, Mrs. Carl Kimmel, Monday at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Ballroom Dancing, Mrs. Catherine Bohn.  Beginner at 7 p.m. Mondays, Intermediates at 8:30 Mondays. 
 

Oil Painting, Mrs. Robert Scherer 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 9 a.m. Thursdays. 
 

Anyone interested in registering for any of these classes should call the St. Matthews YMCA at once at TW 5-2443. 
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St. Matthews Y rated Superior 
Study shows some weaknesses, mostly stemming from money lack, by 
Emil M. Aun 
 

The St. Matthews Y.M.C.A. is superior to the average Y.M.C.A. through-
out the country, a recent study distributed last week reveals. 
 

The St. Matthews Y scored an average of about 3.5 points out of a possi-
ble 5.0, putting it right in the middle of the Y’s throughout the country 
which have been evaluated. 
 

Only the better Y’s submit to evaluation, which is done only upon request. 
 

The local Y was strong on five points—board of directors, program, fi-
nancial policies, public relations and association relationships. 
 

The Y was weak on five other points—membership, volunteer service, 
physical facilities, community relationships and number of professional 
personnel.  Nearly all the weaknesses stemmed from a lack of funds. 
 

The report issued after a standard test by the National Y, concluded that 
“The St. Matthews Branch is to be congratulated on the dedication and 
devoted attitude of the members of the self-appraisal committee.  Clarence 
W. Hardin, Will H. Lausman, Thomas N. Pope, Albert Tollefsen, J. Pryor 
Wise, and the executive secretary, Charles L. Ploegsman, are keenly inter-
ested in the successful service of the Y.M.C.A.  Their views and judgment 
reflected able leadership. 
 

Mr. Lausman is chairman of the St. Matthews Y.M.C.A. Board of Manag-
ers.  Others mentioned in the report are on the executive committee.  
 
The St. Matthews Y’s strongest point was financial policies and business 
administration.  In this category it scored a 4.23.  Only a relatively low 
income kept it from being a perfect 5.0. 
 
“The report noted that total income per registered constituent is low 
($8.20 while $36 to $50 is considered good).  The report also indicated 
concern over inadequate reserve or budget for major repairs.” 
 

The Y’s weakest point was community relationships.  Part of this 
stemmed from the fact that the present building is used so much by the 
membership, that there isn’t space enough for extensive use by outside 
groups. 
 

But the biggest factor was that the Y tends to operate individually of other 
Christian, community and youth groups here.  The report noted that the Y 
is not represented in the local Ministerial Association, and “is seldom a 
part of community planning.” 
 

The Y scored a relatively low 2.94 on physical facilities. 
 

The report noted that ‘facilities are inadequate for the size membership” 
and “program equipment on hand is not adequate.”  It also noted that the 
three-year –old building “has not expanded with the growth of member-
ship.” 
 

Also in relation in physical facilities, the report notes:  1.  The investment 
in facilities per member is low $38 while $134 and $234 is considered 
good. 
 

2.  the cubic feet per member is low, 134 while 281 to 434 is considered 
good. 
 

3.  There is no space suitable for devotional or worship programs. 
 

The report noted that the Y doesn’t have enough full time professional 
help.  It has one secretary and two assistants.  A fourth man in needed. 
 

The report also indicated that the Y’s charge for members is too low.  It 
said.  “The membership committee should study the prevailing scale of 
dues charged for individual and family memberships.  The study indicates 
low income per member.” 

July 3, 1958 
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Y Offers classes in public speaking and figure control 
 

The St. Matthews YMCA will begin its Spring session of informal education chasses March 23.  Anyone may register for 
these classes by called in the St. Matthews YMCA at TW 5-2443 or TW 5-2444. 
 

Lauren Bower, speech teacher at Waggener High School will teach a class in “The Fundamentals and Principles of Public 
Speaking.“  This class is open to high school students and adults.  The fees are $5 for “Y” members and $?? For non “Y” 
members.  Enrollment in that class will be limited.  The class will meet at 7:30 on Mondays for eight weeks. 
 

Mrs. Suzanna Von Roenn, professional model and teacher in one of the larger modeling schools in Louisville will offer for 
the first time a course in figure control.  The class is designed for the ladies who would like to lose or redistribute a little 
weight with controlled diets and exercise. 
      March 12, 1959 
 
 
 

Y offers largest number of classes ever 
 

The St. Matthews YMCA will open its Spring session of informal education classes March 23, offering the largest number 
of classes ever planned in one session. 
 

There will be 13 different courses of study with 24 different sessions.  Registrations are being taken a the “Y”, call TW 5-
2443. 
 

“Y” Informal Classes are:  Public Speaking, Mondays 7:30 p.m., instructor, Lauren Bowen.  

Hula Dancing, Mondays, 7 p.m., Miss La Quaeti Goodman. 
Golf, Tuesday three morning classes and two evening classes.  Joe Lally, pro at Seneca Golf Course. 
Charm, Wednesdays, 3:30 and 7:30 p.m., Mrs. Suzanna Von Roenn. 
Millinery, Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., Mrs. Imogene Clark. 
Advanced Square Dancing, Tuesday, 8 p.m., Mr. and Mrs. Floyd K. Bohart. 
Bridge, Thursday, 7 p.m., Beginners and 8:30 p.m. Intermediates, Mrs. Tate Huggins. 
Oil Painting, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 9 a.m., Mrs.. R. H. Scheirer. 
China Painting, Thursday, 10 a.m., 1 and 7 p.m., Irvin N. Hopkins. 
Figure Control, Tuesday, 10 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., Mrs. Suzanne Von Roenn. 
Flower Arranging, Tuesday, 10 a.m., Mrs.. John Gable. 
Ceramics, Wednesday, 10 a.m., Mrs. Rosella E. Jaegers. 
Children’s Art, Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m., Mrs. Irvin N. Hopkins. 
 

      March 19, 1959 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A. to open Kinder Kamp June 8 
 

The St. Matthews YMCA will open its Kinder Kamp on June 8.  This camp is for boys and girls four, five, and six years 
old and will run for four two-week sessions. 
 

The “Y” Kinder Kamp is located on Massie Avenue between Hubbards Lane and Chenoweth Lane.  The entrance is on 
Cherrywood Avenue one block off Massie Avenue. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar McKnight of the Southern seminary will direct the Camp.  Mr. and Mrs. McKnight have had wide ex-
perience in working with children. Mr. McKnight is working on his doctor’s degree at the Southern Baptist Seminary.  He 
has led “Y” Day Camps for two years, and has also taught swimming in the YMCA for the past 10 years.  Mrs. McKnight 
is at present teaching in the Seminary Nursery school, and has had considerable experience in working with pre-school age 
children. 
 

The Kinder Kamp activities will be from 8:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. Monday through Friday with games, craft instruction, 
nature hikes and study, movies, trips to local places of educational interest, and enjoying the new concrete wading pool. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. McKnight will have four college age girls as counselors.  There will be a ration of one counselor to each eight 
or 10 campers. 
 

The camp fees are $13 per two-week period to “Y” members and $15 to non-Y members.  Registrations are being taken at 
the St. Matthews YMCA at TW 5-2443.  Each period will be limited to 50 campers. 
 
      April 23, 1959 
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